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ACT 1

LIGHTS UP.

(Rain, Jimmy Jay, and Stew are sitting in front of their boxes. Not seen, Ralph and Exxon are inside of a box. People pass by on their way to work. Jimmy holds out his hand.)

JIMMY


Can ya spare some change?...Hey you, how 'bout a quarter?...Could ya 


give some money to the homeless?...

(The people ignore him.)

JIMMY (CONT.)


Have a nice day...

(The Senator enters. He sits on a street bench.)

SENATOR


The luxurious Mackenzie Tower. My home. I live on the top floor. 


Luxurious....Daddy's home, my little children. Father returns. Greetings,


my young Johnny Joe.

RAIN


It's Jimmy Jay.

SENATOR


Johnny Jimmy Joe Jay. Good name. Good long name.

JIMMY


Crazy old coot.

STEW


Don't knock the Senator. He's paid his dues. Fought in Vietnam, 


right Senator?

SENATOR


And I sold vacuums. Door to door. I'm an American. I paid my dues.

JIMMY


Like I said, he's a crazy old coot. Fucked in the head.

STEW


Keep your mouth shut.

JIMMY


Okie-dokie, hippie-butt.

STEW


Listen, you should be grateful I'm lettin' ya stay around here. This is 


my block, I was here first. If ya insult the Senator or me again, ya can


find yourself a new place to stay.

JIMMY


I may just do that, hippie-butt.

STEW


And stop callin' me that.

JIMMY


Good ol' hippie-butt, king o' the runaways.

STEW


You guys are runaways. Not me. I'm a free spirit.

JIMMY


Good ol' hippie-butt. Spouting sixties shit, wearing tie-dyed, got them


beads around your neck; you're the result of puke after a Grateful Dead


concert.

STEW


(To Rain:) Now he's callin' me puke.

RAIN


Jimmy, don't call Stewart puke.

JIMMY


Puke puke puke, hippie-60's-puke-butt, that's what you are.

STEW


I'm not puke!

SENATOR


If ya get sick, be considerate and clean it up. We don't want a generous 


nice man to walk by and step in it. No. If he did that, he'd be awfully


angry. If he's angry, the generous nice man won't be so generous to me.


And if he ain't generous to me, I can't buy my Pall Malls.

RAIN


He is crazy.

STEW


I told ya, no more insults. He fought for America. Give him some 


respect.

JIMMY


Before I dropped out of school, I remember hearing my history 


teacher babbling on and on about how you hippie-drippy dudes didn't 


dig that Vietnam scene.

STEW


The Senator was a casualty of war. They used him. He ain't to blame.

JIMMY


Ehh, you're both losers.

STEW


He's the loser, correct Senator?

SENATOR


Correct you are. And this little devil picks up dust like a magnet. The


best magnet this side of the Potomac. Washington D.C., the biggest and


best vacuum. It can be yours through 6 easy installments. 

STEW


So why don't you and your girlfriend move down the block and let


us have our peace.

JIMMY


Peace, man. Right on, groovy dude.

RAIN


Cool it, Jimmy Jay. I don't wanna look for a new home.

SENATOR


Home sweet home. Mackenzie Tower, my home. Me and my vacuums


live up on the top floor. My vacuums can suck up anything.

JIMMY


Rain, we should  move. I'm tired of hearing their crap.

RAIN


All of our stuff is here. And this street has more heating vents. Also,


many generous nice men walk by here on their way to work, ain't that


so, Senator?

SENATOR


I told ya they were generous. Can't buy my Pall Malls without 'em.

RAIN


And stop buggin' Stewart. He's done nothin' to you, so lay off 'em.

JIMMY


We all got our bad habits. Makin' fun of hippie-butt is one of mine.

STEW


And why do ya always call me hippie-butt?

JIMMY


'Cuz ya pretend to be a hippie and ya got a skinny little butt.

STEW


I am a hippie, and my butt ain't skinny.

RAIN


This is the best place we've stayed yet. Much better than that lousy


shelter. I don't wanna go back there.

(Boo-Boo enters.)

BOO-BOO


Hit the jackpot. Hot damn I'm loaded. Hell-yeah. The old men tipped


me kindly today. Where's my sister?

RAIN


Crashed out with Ralph.

BOO-BOO


Tonight we're goin' to the Golden Arches. I'm havin' two Big Macs and


a large order of fries. Oh yeah, and one of those apple-things.

(The Senator holds out his hand to Boo-Boo.)

SENATOR


Ma'am, could you spare some change? I've paid my dues.

(Boo-Boo sits next to the Senator. She give him two dollars.)

BOO-BOO


Senator, today's your lucky day. Here, two bucks. Don't spend it all


at one place.

SENATOR


Kind ma'am, so very generous. Only six easy installments left. We're


all casualties of war.

JIMMY


How much did you score today?

BOO-BOO


One hundred buckaroos. Me and my sister are on easy street from now


on. With this kinda dough comin' in, we'll have a home by the end of


the month.

JIMMY


Unless Exxon smokes up all your money. That girl likes her crack.

BOO-BOO


No way, we're savin' up for an apartment. It'll be huge, with a washer 


and a dryer, and a gigantic pool in the backyard, and a Nintendo in every 


room. We're gettin' a home, if my luck with the old men keeps up.

JIMMY


Old men. Ain't that just sick?

BOO-BOO


At least I don't eat outta the dumpster, you rat king.  

JIMMY


You just better watch your little ass. Who knows what ya can catch 


these day.

BOO-BOO


I ain't got nothin' to worry about, but Ralph is another story. The


Rof-wahs are payin' his bills.

STEW


He only does the Rof-wahs so he can make a quick buck. He don't like


it.

JIMMY


Naaa, Ralph loves the Rof-wahs. Ain't that so, Rain?

RAIN


What the fuck is a Rof-wah?

JIMMY


R-O-F-W-A-H. Rich old fags with wives at home. They luuv Ralph.

RAIN


He better watch out. There's a lotta shit goin' 'round.

JIMMY


That metal-head will do anything for a buzz. Heard him talkin', said 


they pay more for flesh on flesh. He's screwed.

BOO-BOO


Not me. I'm safe. Exxon told me how to be careful. 

JIMMY


Your sister is a crack-smokin' vegetable, what the hell does she know?

SENATOR


...And with this easy attachment, you can even vacuum up vegetables.


But not tomatoes. Nothin' can vacuum up a tomato. You slice and


dice a tomato.

JIMMY


Not again. Stew, make him stop...

SENATOR


Haven't had a tomato since '76. It was the Bicentennial year, so I splurged.


'76 was also an election year. It was Ford against Carter. 

JIMMY


Stew, Stew, Stew, shut him up.

STEW


Once he starts, there's no stoppin' him.

SENATOR


Ford started the campaign far behind the polls, but steadily gained on


Carter.

JIMMY


I'm not listening, I'm not listening.

SENATOR


Then came their debate, in which Ford insisted that Poland wasn't under


Soviet domination. The campaign faltered. Though Ford was close behind


Carter, Carter won 50% to 48%.

JIMMY


You old fucker, shut your fuckin' mouth and stop fuckin' talking!

SENATOR


Not proper language for children to use. No. Not proper. 

RAIN


Sounds like nonsense to me.

STEW


He lives on that stuff.

SENATOR


It's food. I eat it. I live on it. You can slice and dice a tomato. They used


me. I'm not to blame.

(Boo-Boo hits the top of a box.)

BOO-BOO


Exxon, wake the hell up!

SENATOR


No, no, no. Not proper.

BOO-BOO


Shut up or I'll take my two bucks back...Exxon, wake up.

SENATOR


Generous Bow-Wow.

RAIN


Senator, it's Boo-Boo, like Yogi Bear's little buddy.

SENATOR


Do you know it's easier to vacuum up dog hair than cat hair? It's a 


proven and tested fact. Right, Bow-Wow?

BOO-BOO


Be quiet....Exxon, are you goin' at it?

JIMMY


Not in the shape she's in. Unless Ralph is a necrophiliac.

RAIN


A neck-a-who?

JIMMY


A guy who's into pluggin' dead women. Ozzy Ozbourne sings about it.

RAIN


That's too kinky. I screwed a guy who was 75. He was almost dead.

STEW


Almost dead doesn't count.

RAIN


Didn't even tip me, the tight wad. Old bastards are lousy tippers.

BOO-BOO


Exxon, get your ass out here. 

EXXON


(She speaks from inside of the box:) I'm sleepin', Boo-Boo.

STEW


Ralph and her are crashin'. They're coming down from the crack they


smoked last night.

BOO-BOO


I'm rich! I'm takin' you to Mickey D's.

EXXON


Get lost.

(Ralph sticks his head out of the box.)

RALPH


Can I come along?

BOO-BOO


I ain't spendin' a dime on you, bonehead.

RALPH


Your little sister's a smart-ass. Should teach her some manners.

(Boo-Boo kicks the box.)

BOO-BOO


C'mon! I'm hungry, I've had a busy day.

(Exxon crawls out of the box, followed by Ralph. Her eyes are squinted.)

EXXON


Can I get one of those apple-things?

BOO-BOO


Anything you want. You name it.

EXXON


How much did you rake in today?

BOO-BOO


One hundred.

EXXON


One hundred. That's good. That's mucho good.

RALPH


That's mucho smoke-o.

BOO-BOO


Minus the two bucks I gave the Senator.

EXXON


Never. Never give anything to that old fart. Don't blow the goddam


money. Jesus, we're savin' up, so don't waste it. Okay? Understand?

BOO-BOO


Understood. We're savin' up for a home, right?

EXXON


Right. A big goddam screwin' home.

RALPH


Let's split. I want me a Happy Meal.

BOO-BOO


You ain't goin' anywhere, dick-lick.

(Ralph trips Boo-Boo. She falls to the ground.)

RALPH


Show some respect to your elders.

EXXON


Ralph, just leave her alone.

(Boo-Boo climbs to her feet.)

BOO-BOO


Dick-lick, dick-lick, dick-lick!

RALPH


Watch your mouth, you little whore. 

BOO-BOO


Dick lickin', ain't that your specialty? The Rof-wahs like that.

RALPH


I'm gonna kick your ass. Don't tempt me.

BOO-BOO


You are what you eat.

RALPH


That's it! I've had enough!

(Ralph grabs Boo-Boo and shoves her to the ground.)

EXXON


Ralph, let go of her.

RALPH


You're gonna get a big boo-boo, Boo-Boo. I'm gonna teach you a fuckin'


lesson you'll never forget...

(Ralph raises his fist into the air. He's preparing to hit Boo-Boo in the face, until Stew grabs Ralph's arm.)

STEW


Mellow, Ralph, mellow!

RALPH


Let go!

STEW


Christ, you sound like a dad. 

(Ralph thinks about what Stew said. After he tosses down Boo-Boo, Ralph stands.)

RALPH


I ain't no dad. 

RAIN


My dad acted just like that. 

RALPH


What are you sayin'?

JIMMY


Like father, like son, zipperhead.

RALPH


My dad never hit me. He was cool. 

JIMMY


Buuulll-shhhitt!

RALPH


He was. Ya sayin' I'm lyin'? I ain't no liar. He was the best dad, so shut


your big fat mouth. And no one call me dick-lick. Ever.
JIMMY


Man, I ain't no little girl. I got me a knife.

RALPH


You don't scare me....No one does, especially my dad. He never hit me. 


And if he did, I could've creamed his ass 'cuz he's a wimp. But that never


happened. We got along great.

JIMMY


So why'd ya leave home?

RALPH


'Cuz of the music. Metallica, Suicidal Tendencies, Motorhead, my parents


didn't dig 'em. 

EXXON


His parents broke all his albums, ain't that pathetic? Parents should be


shot. 

RALPH


But no one hit me, okay? I left because they were always nagging. It's


too loud, or it's devil music. Came home one night, found all my music


in the trash, broken in half. So I left.

STEW


Parents don't think about what they do, they just do it. It's outta


instinct, it's like a disease. But because we left 'em, we won't catch their


disease. We'll turn out different than them. We'll be better. That's the 


hippie spirit.

SENATOR


I'm never sick because I live in a vacuum. It's on the top floor of the


Mackenzie Tower.

(Holly enters. She's carrying cups of coffee and blankets.)

SENATOR (CONT.)


And here comes my favorite visitor to the top floor. Thank you


for coming, Holly.

(She hands a cup of coffee to him.)

HOLLY


I never mind visiting you, Senator.

SENATOR


Holly, Nixon's foreign policy was excellent. It'll go down in history.


Nixon wasn't a bad president, just misunderstood.

HOLLY


How are you feeling today? Has that cough gone away?

SENATOR


I'm never sick. The meal last night at the White House was delicious. 


Your meals keep me from getting sick. You are a terrific cook.

HOLLY


The kitchen staff at the shelter does the cooking. I only help out.

SENATOR


The Kitchen Staff. They sound very important. I want to be on the


kitchen staff. Do they make rules? Spend money? Make wars?

JIMMY


They make the goddam soup!

(Holly wraps a blanket around the Senator.)

HOLLY


Here's a blanket, Senator. Try to keep warm, it's getting cold tonight.

SENATOR


Thank you very much. Thank you. This gift is free with any purchase.


Is it good to eat? Does it taste good? I hope so.

JIMMY


I wanna see him eat that blanket. It'd make my week.

(Holly gives a blanket and a cup of coffee to Stew.)

HOLLY


Hi, old timer. Keeping out of trouble?

STEW


Of course. But I don't know about Ralph. 

HOLLY


Ralph, are you causing problems again?

RALPH


Problem is my middle name.

HOLLY


Is there anyone you want me to call for you? Any messages?

RALPH


Call God. Collect. Ask him, "What's a guy like me doing in a place like


this?"

HOLLY


Or better yet, how about a last name?

RALPH


Ya wanna know my name? Sure, it's Van Halen, Ralph Van Halen.

HOLLY


Have you considered moving into the shelter? A few educational


programs are beginning next week.

RALPH


Ya know what I wanna learn? Nothin'.

JIMMY


Hey, Miss 'Thirtysomething,' gimme a cup of java. Pronto.

HOLLY


You're new around here. Tell me about yourself.

JIMMY


I'm tellin' you jack shit.

HOLLY


We just like to keep a record of all the runaways. C'mon, lets talk


about it over a cup of coffee.

JIMMY


Sounds like a bribe to me.

RAIN


I know what she'll do. She'll call your parents. They'll come down here


and drag ya back home.

HOLLY


We don't call your parents. You make the choices. 

STEW


They help out and give away coffee, blankets, and condoms.

HOLLY


And the offer to move into the shelter.

JIMMY


I ain't goin' back to some armpit.

HOLLY


It's better than being out here. We also have other places where you can


go to live. 

RALPH


Danger, Will Robinson! Danger, Will Robinson! It's the youth correctional


institute, I bet.

EXXON


We ain't going to the Y.C.I., they'd split up Boo-Boo and me.

BOO-BOO


Exxon and me are a family. We stick together. 

EXXON


Don't talk about the Y.C.I., okay? Never. I'll die before I go there. 

JIMMY


Do you get paranoid when you're crashing, or is it just my imagination?

EXXON


They ain't sending us to the Y.C.I., and that's final! 

(a beat)


Here, gimme a goddam cup of coffee. Throat's all dry. And I'm


freezing.

(Holly kneels down and gives a cup of coffee to Exxon.)

HOLLY


So your name is Exxon?

STEW


We call her that 'cuz she likes to pollute her own environment.

HOLLY


Been hitting the drugs pretty hard?

EXXON


Just a Midol here and there.

HOLLY


Just a Midol?

(Holly feels Exxon's forehead. Exxon pulls away.)

EXXON


Don't touch me.

HOLLY


Your forehead's burning. 

EXXON


Feel fine.

HOLLY


You're shaking.

EXXON


Just a little cold.

HOLLY


When was the last time you had a decent night's sleep?

EXXON


Took a nap today. Don't sleep much. Ralph and me stay up late---

RALPH


Exxon, tell her zip. I've seen her around. I think she's a snitch.

EXXON


Ya get wired, ya know? Ya can't sleep. Who's got time to sleep? Life's


too short. 

HOLLY


We have hot showers back at the shelters. And beds, and---

EXXON


Hot showers? Hot showers? What's she babblin' about? I can't deal with


her. Where the hell did she come from? Tell me! This bitch is freakin'


me out. Ralph, I need a hit. Bad.

HOLLY


Exxon, you need rest and something to eat.

BOO-BOO


She's never hungry.

EXXON


Don't need food to survive. I got somethin' else. Somethin' better. 

BOO-BOO


Could I get one of those blankets? Gettin' kinda cold, ya know what 


I mean?

HOLLY


Sure, Boo-Boo.

(Holly gives a blanket to Boo-Boo.)

SENATOR


'Bow-Wow, Bow-Wow, how much is the doggy in the window?'

(Holly also gives a cup of coffee to her.) 

HOLLY


Here's some coffee. Be careful, it's hot.

BOO-BOO


Thank, Holly. That's a pretty name. And you're nice. I hope I'm as


pretty and nice as you when I grow up. And you don't look like a 


cop. Ralph thinks you're a cop.

RALPH


Shut your trap.

BOO-BOO


And we ain't runaways, like these other jerks. Just got nowhere to go.


Our parents are divorced, so they'd probably stick us in the Y.C.I.

EXXON


Don't tell her another word.

BOO-BOO


What's the big deal? We lived with our mom. She didn't like us. 

EXXON


Wished we were never born.

BOO-BOO


Blames us for all of her problems. She said her life would be better


without us. And then, well, I dunno....

HOLLY


What happened?

BOO-BOO


Came home from school and found all the doors locked. We looked in


the windows, nothing was inside. The couch, my toys, the TV, gone.


Everything vanished, like a magic trick. 

EXXON


Don't talk. Don't. Decrease the speed. 

HOLLY


Where's your father?

BOO-BOO


Dunno. Got remarried. He disowns us, that's what our mom said. Got


no other family, except Exxon. 

EXXON


We need no one else, except each other.

HOLLY


How old are you?

BOO-BOO


Exxon's 16, I'm 13.

EXXON


Wonderful! Wonderful! Tell her more. I guess you wanna go to the


Y.C.I, huh?

BOO-BOO


No...

EXXON


So ya want 'em to separate us, is that what you want? If so, tell her more.


Be fuckin' stupid. Tell her every goddam thing! Go ahead!

BOO-BOO


I only told her our ages.

HOLLY


Come with me. Let's go back to the shelter.

RALPH


The shelter. The shelter. You and your fuckin' shelter. I've had it up to


here with your shelter of rainbows. I don't see any rainbows. I only see


dark skies.

EXXON


No more magic tricks.

RALPH


Tricks, I see your tricks...

HOLLY


Why did you leave home?

RALPH


Your tricks won't work on Ralph. 

(Holly puts a blanket and a cup of coffee on the ground.)

HOLLY


No tricks. You don't have to tell me anything.

(Ralph knocks over the coffee and kicks the blanket into the street.)

RALPH


No more tricks!

(Jimmy grabs the blanket. He wraps it around Rain.)

JIMMY


Shit, Ralph, no reason to kick a perfectly fine blanket. Ya warm, Rain?

RAIN


Little.

HOLLY


Coffee?

RAIN


No thanks.

JIMMY


Rain, tell her. Tell her why you ran away.

RAIN


Naaa.

JIMMY


C'mon, it's funny.

RAIN


Embarrassing.

JIMMY


It's a riot.

HOLLY


Rain, unless you feel like it, you don't need to tell me anything.

JIMMY


No, no, no, you gotta hear this.
RAIN


Jimmy, I don't wanna. 

JIMMY


C'mon, baby, do it for me...Pleeeeze?

RAIN


Okay, okay....My parents are what ya call strict Catholics. Very strict.

JIMMY


And rich.

RAIN


Very rich and strict and Catholic.

JIMMY


Yuk.

RAIN


And I'd do things just outta spite, I think. Had this boyfriend, his name


was Ira. Well, one night we're hanging out my house, watchin' Peter Pan


on the Disney Channel. My parents had gone to sleep earlier, and it was


gettin' late. So Ira's sittin' there in my daddy's La-Z-Boy, and he starts


talkin' dirty, just to get me all horned up. I thought to myself, "I'll show


you," so I walked over to Ira, undid his fly, and I started goin' down on


him.

JIMMY


In her dad's La-Z-Boy, ain't that the best?

RAIN


So I'm doin' Ira, and he started moaning really load. His moans musta


woke up my dad, 'cuz the next thing ya know, he stumbles into the


living room. He's swinging at me and trying to put on his robe at the


same time. He clocked Ira a good one, right in the ear. Man, Ira ran


right outta there, wasn't even wearing his pants. Ira never talked to me


again.

JIMMY


Whatta snob.

RAIN


When my dad finally caught me, he gave it to me good. But I didn't


learn from it. Just the opposite. I got worse. And things started going


downhill for my dad. Something about his job. He'd come home all


pissed off, started taking it out on me and my mom. She wouldn't


do anything about it. So I decided to hit the road.

(a beat)


Maybe I would like a cup of coffee.

(Holly gives a cup to Rain.)

HOLLY


Here...Have you talked to any child abuse counselors?

RAIN


I ain't no child. I'm an adult.

HOLLY


If you need someone to talk to, just stop down at the shelter anytime.


My door is always open.

JIMMY


Maybe I'll stop down. I could talk to you for hours. I got a billion


stories. Chapter one, I don't know my dad. Don't think my skankin'


mom even knows his name. Chapter two, my stepdad's a dealer, and


a molester. Chapter three, he's been doin' it to me and my sisters for


as long as I can remember. Do you wanna hear more? Huh? I could 


go on for days. 

(a beat)


You don't know what it's like, so get the hell outta my face. I never 


wanna see you again. If I do, it ain't gonna be pretty, 'cuz you ain't


like us. We're different, and a bunch of blankets and coffee ain't gonna


help us a hellava lot.

(Holly begins to leave.)

HOLLY


Senator and Stewart, I hope to see you both at the shelter tonight for


dinner. 

SENATOR


Bow-Wow gave me Pall Malls, and I have a blanket. I'm full. A vacuum


can only take so much.

STEW


Umm, Holly, ahh, thanks. I might stop down.

HOLLY


Good.

(Holly exits.)

STEW


Stupid. Your brain must be filled with Slush Puppies. She's just helpin'


out. If you piss her off, she might not come down here any more. I like


gettin' free stuff, okay? So don't ruin it for all of us. 

JIMMY


I think Stew is hot for Holly.

STEW


Don't mess with her. I'm warnin' ya.

JIMMY


What ya gonna do? Shoot me? 

STEW


I would. In a second.

JIMMY


Right. I bet you don't even got a gun. A hippy with a gun? That makes


no sense.

STEW


Just remember, I warned ya. You guys don't get it. When snow comes,


you'll be singing a different song. You'll be wishing you had blankets 


and coffee. I know what it's like, I've been out here longer than all of


you. If you guys don't shape up, you'll never see your next birthday.


Ain't that so, Senator?

SENATOR


'Extermination in the defense of liberty is no vice, moderation in the


pursuit of justice is no virtue.' Barry Goldwater said that. His 1964


election was one of the biggest landslides in history.

JIMMY


I outta kill him too. First Holly, then the Senator, and then hippy-ass.

STEW


I told ya, I got a way to deal with people like you. Bang, bang, bang, that's


all, folks. 

JIMMY


Lemme see this huge, mean ol' gun.

STEW


I ain't showin' you.

JIMMY


I don't believe you got one.

STEW


Don't care.

RALPH


I've seen it. Stew just ain't a show-off.

JIMMY


Liars. Two big stinkin' liars. Someday I'll call your bluff.

STEW


When ya call, I'll just hang up.

(Rain pulls Jimmy away.)

RAIN


C'mon, Jimmy, let's get outta here. I'm hungry. Let's go check out 


the dumpster behind Martini's Pizza Parlor.

JIMMY


I don't know if I'm in the mood for Italian tonight.

RAIN


I need somethin' to eat. My stomach's been killin' me lately. It hurts.

JIMMY


Okay...okay...okay...Yeah, let's leave the loonies alone.

(Rain and Jimmy exit. Boo-Boo wraps the blanket around herself.)

BOO-BOO


I'm cold.

STEW


Probably be snowing by the end of the month.

BOO-BOO


Hate snow. 

RALPH


Don't talk about it, okay? I thought you're goin' to McDonald's. I


wish ya would. Jesus, you annoy me.

(Boo-Boo stands.)

BOO-BOO


Exxon, comin' with?

EXXON


Why? I ain't hungry. I'm full. Just don't waste all the money, okay?

BOO-BOO


Ya gotta eat something.

EXXON


Just go.

(Boo-Boo exits. Exxon begins to crawl inside of her box.)

EXXON (CONT.)


Ralph, I need smoke and fast. Go score something. That Holly chick


freaked me out, with all that talk about the Y.C.I.

RALPH


As long as we're together, you ain't going anywhere.

EXXON


Promise.

RALPH


Promise. And maybe you should lay off the stuff for awhile. You've


been hittin' it pretty hard lately.

EXXON


You're hilarious, ya know it?

RALPH


And our cash flow is gettin' low.

EXXON


That's the least of my worries. 

(Exxon exits inside of the box. Quietly, Stew grabs a garbage bag and begins digging through the garbage can in search of aluminum cans. Ralph stares at Stew.)

RALPH


What's the matter?

STEW


Nothin'.

RALPH


Just ignore Jimmy.

STEW


One of these days....

RALPH


Screw Jimmy. You're better than him. You're the best person I've met 


on the streets. Shit, you're probably my best friend. Jimmy could never


be like you. He's just jealous.

STEW


Whatever.

RALPH


Don't listen to him.

(a beat)


Scummy Stew.

(A smile slowly grows across Stew's face.)

STEW


Rusty Ralph.

RALPH


Swampy Stew.

STEW


Rodent Ralph.

(Stew grabs a can. Playfully, he tosses it at Ralph.)

STEW (CONT.)


Die, foul creature!

(Ralph ducks and the can misses him. He picks it up.)

RALPH


Pilot to bombardier, pilot to bombardier. The enemy is in sight. Begin


attack!

(Ralph tosses the can at Stew. They begin tossing cans back and forth. Stew starts to enjoy himself, but then he stops and becomes sullen.)

STEW


Naa. Don't feel like goofin' around.

RALPH


C'mon...Like I said, don't worry about Jimmy.

STEW


He's gonna ruin everything. And he's always rippin' on the Senator.

RALPH


Well, the Senator is kinda goofy.

STEW


Still, he paid his dues. I gotta look out for him.

RALPH


I know what ya mean. I feel the same way about Exxon. And I better 


go find some smoke for her. Otherwise, she's gonna get P.O.ed. Gotta


run...

STEW


See ya.

(Ralph exits. Stew sits down next to the Senator on the bench.)

STEW (CONT.)


I'd never make fun of ya, Senator. I'll protect ya.

SENATOR


Sir, would you be interested in a vacuum? Best vacuum this side of the


Potomac.

STEW


They don't understand you. I do. You're like that Nixon guy, just kinda


misunderstood. Well, screw them. I know where you're comin' from. I


ain't gonna leave ya. I'll stand by ya forever, 'cuz ya need me.

SENATOR


It's a wonderful view from the top floor.

STEW


'We're just two lost souls swimmin' in a fish bowl, year after year.' That's


from Pink Floyd.

SENATOR


Floyd? Floyd? I knew a Floyd. He was my sergeant. Good man. Saved 


my life once. Do you know this good man?

STEW


Don't think so. What was war like? Did ya kill anyone?

SENATOR


I paid my dues.

STEW


The war didn't kill ya, and the streets won't kill ya. You and me, we're


survivors.

SENATOR


We're casualties of war.

STEW


We gotta look out for each other.

(The Senator slowly begins to close his eyes.)

SENATOR


My children. Not six, but five. Five easy installments remain. I paid my


dues. I'm full. Very full. I live on the top floor of the Mackenzie Tower.


Very luxurious. It's my home.

(The Senator drifts off to sleep.)

LIGHTS OUT.

ACT 2

LIGHTS UP.

(One week later. Jimmy and Exxon are sitting in front of their boxes. As he enters, Ralph is singing a song.)

RALPH


'Death and destruction and I don't care. I play loud music and I got long


hair. Hate my parents, they're so square. Death and destruction and I don't


care, all I want is sex and a couple of 'ludes. I hate school and the teachers


hate me 'cuz my attitude is totally rude. Death and destruction and I don't


care.'

(He sits next to Exxon.)

EXXON


The Candy Man returns.

RALPH


And the Candy Man can. Got good stuff. Might fine. Cheap, too. Worked


out a deal. These guys are cool.

EXXON


Aces. Hand it over.

RALPH


In a minute, in a minute. Hold your horses.

EXXON


I paid for it.

RALPH


And don't forget what I hadda do. We're business partners.

EXXON


Christ, do I gotta be grateful every time we make a buy? It gets old, Ralph.


C'mon, ain't got all day. Gimme it. I'm dyin'.

RALPH


Don't treat me like a goddam dog, Exxon. If ya do, the crack is comin'


with me.

EXXON


You and your fuckin' threats. Ha. I don't need you. You're nothin'.

RALPH


Just remember that when you ain't high tonight.

EXXON


What's your problem? Let's stop fightin' and talkin' and let's just get


baked.

JIMMY


You don't need to get baked, turn off the oven 'cuz you're done. You're


cooked. You're burned. You, Exxon, are extra-crispy.

EXXON


Jimmy, I watch you sleep. One of these nights, gonna scratch out your 


eyes with my fingernails.

JIMMY


Helter skelter, baby, turn me on. Are ya into bondage too?

EXXON


That's only for perverts. Who'd do that to themselves? That ain't fun.

JIMMY


Wanna find out?

EXXON


He's been drivin' me batty all day long.

RALPH


This stuff will make ya forget about everything. Maybe we can meet these


guys later. You'd like 'em. And they'd like you. Kinda made a deal, they're


into making these videos.

EXXON


Kinda like the ones on MTV?

RALPH


Kinda sorta. Their bargain; make a video, they cut ya a deal. And they got


the best stuff on the street.

EXXON


Time's a wastin', let's take it for a spin. Hand it over.

RALPH


Don't waste it all at once, like last time.

EXXON


Gimme.

RALPH


Just go easy on it.

EXXON


I'm waiting...

RALPH


Here. Enjoy.

(Ralph gives the bag to her. Exxon crawls into her box.)

RALPH (CONT.)


Leave some for me.

EXXON


Yeah yeah yeah...

(Boo-Boo and Stew enter, followed by the Senator. A cast is on his leg and he's dressed in hospital patient clothes.)

BOO-BOO


....When the nurse wasn't lookin', I swiped one of those things to look


into your ears. And a ton of bandages.

RALPH


The Senator is already out of the hospital?

STEW


Na. He wanted to go on a walk.

BOO-BOO


We snuck him by the nurses and rescued him. They saw nothin'.

SENATOR


The secret mission has been successfully completed. Stewart, Boo-Boo,


you'll both be awarded the badge of valor for your courage and bravery.

BOO-BOO


Aww, cool.

JIMMY


He looks okay, except for the leg.

STEW


No thanks to you. He's a tough guy, but he's seen worse, 

JIMMY


Stew, it was an accident. I didn't think he'd run into the street. It was his


fault.

STEW


Thought you'd be gone by the time I came back.

JIMMY


Waitin' here 'til Rain comes back from the free clinic. Then we're outta


here for good.

BOO-BOO


Did she catch somethin'?

STEW


I hope she did.

JIMMY


I said I'm sorry. And I've stopped callin' ya hippy-butt. What more do ya


want?

STEW


Just want you off my block.

JIMMY


Actually, you can't make me do anything. I'm leavin' 'cuz all you guys make


me sick.

(Rain enters.)

RAIN


Are you guys still fighting?

JIMMY


Hippy-butt blames me for the old coot's accident.

RAIN


It was your fault.

JIMMY


Hey! You're my girlfriend, you're suppose to be on my side.

RAIN


Still's your fault.

SENATOR


Didn't see it coming. Gunfire all around me, was surrounded. I got hit in


the leg. And they took me back to their camp. For days and days and days


I was a POW....Until the brave Stewart and Bow-Wow rescued me. Two


brave soldiers. They're gonna be awarded complementary vacuums. Only


five easy installments remain.

(The Senator sits down on the bench.)

JIMMY


He's as nutty as ever. (To Rain:) And how's that gut ache? Is it gas, like I


said?

RAIN


No. Not really. 

(An edgy Exxon crawls out of her box.)

EXXON


Ralph, you call that good? You've been robbed. 

BOO-BOO


Exxon, we rescued the Senator from the hospital.

EXXON


Ask me if I care, Boo-Boo.

RALPH


They said it's grade-A shit.

EXXON


It's shit, that's for sure. Don't feel a thing. Nothin'. Nada. Thanks for


screwin' up, Ralph.

RALPH


Are you sure it's bad? Lemme try some.

EXXON


Finished it up. There was hardly any there.

RALPH


You finished it all? 

EXXON


Tasted like Draino. Didn't even catch a buzz. I smoked more and more,


didn't feel a stinkin' thing.

BOO-BOO


Stop talkin' about this stuff all the time.

EXXON


Bow-Wow, leave me alone. Ain't your business. It's important to me.

BOO-BOO


I don't think you---

EXXON


Don't think.

BOO-BOO


Just don't do that stuff anymore.

EXXON


If you say another word, I'm gonna slap you silly.

BOO-BOO


Fine.

EXXON


And don't talk back.

BOO-BOO


Wasn't.

EXXON


You little snot, now I know why mom left. She was sick of you, just like


I am. 

(a pause)


Ralph, gimme their address. I'm gonna talk to these guys, 'cuz I need


somethin' and bad. I'll work out a fuckin' deal, I'll do it right. I'm tired


of all this crap. Just wanna forget everything.

RALPH


Are you sure ya wanna do this--?

EXXON


Gimme the goddam address!

(Ralph hands a piece of paper to Exxon.)

RALPH


Here.

BOO-BOO


Don't go. Stay here and we can---

EXXON


Don't wanna hear it.

(Exxon exits.)

BOO-BOO


She's right. 'Bout everything. Everything's my fault.

STEW


It ain't. Don't listen to her.

BOO-BOO


I'm the reason she does that stuff.

(Jimmy crosses to Rain.)

JIMMY


What's the matter with you? Been quiet since you've come back.

RAIN


They told me I'm pregnant.

JIMMY


That's a joke.

RAIN


Nope. I'm gonna have a baby.

BOO-BOO


Wow, a baby. That's the ultimate in neatness.

SENATOR


I love babies. They're so small. A vacuum can suck up a baby.

STEW


Ya know who's the father?

JIMMY


Course she does. Me. Who else?

RAIN


Kinda.

JIMMY


What ya mean 'kinda?'

RAIN


The baby is half yours. The other half is Ralph's.

RALPH


Wha?

JIMMY


So when my back's turned, you've been---

RAIN


Shut up and listen. It was before we were goin' out. Happened the night 


the three of us first met.

JIMMY


At that half-way house.

RALPH


The place with no heat.

RAIN


Our room was freezin'. To keep warm, we shared the cot. It didn't help,


so Ralph and you took turns makin' love to me to keep warm.

RALPH


Also took our minds off the cold.

RAIN


Hadda been then. Usin' rubbers ever since, ya know, for work purposes.


Shit, I don't wanna get knocked up by some business man.

BOO-BOO


How old is it?

RAIN


'Bout a month. I was wondering why my Period was late. And then it got


later and later and later, and I started feelin' funny.

JIMMY


Are you sure it ain't gas?

RAIN


Positive. They took shots, drew blood, did all this weird medical stuff. 


I'm pregnant.

JIMMY


Might be a mistake.

RAIN


It ain't.

RALPH


So who's the father? I'm confused.

RAIN


You both are.

STEW


I don't think that's possible.

RAIN


It is, I know. I feel it. Half and half.

JIMMY


So when did you sign up for the abortion?

RAIN


Didn't. I'm gonna have it.

JIMMY


You can't have no baby. C'mon, pack up your stuff and let's get outta 


here.

RAIN


I don't wanna leave.

JIMMY


We're leavin'.

BOO-BOO


Rain's gonna have a baby. Bitchin'.

JIMMY


Keep out of it, Bow-Wow. (To Rain:) Where ya gonna raise it? Here? Out


on the street?

RAIN


Course not. I'm gonna apply for a job down at McDonald's. Maybe you


and Ralph can also get jobs, ya know? The three of us could get a place. 


I was talking with Holly, she could put us down on a waiting list for a


cheapo apartment.

JIMMY


Don't listen to her shit. She knows nothing.

RAIN


She wants to help.

SENATOR


Holly is a damn good Vice President. America loves her. Very popular.

JIMMY


Shut up or I'll hit you in the head again. 

SENATOR


We should impeach that young man. Can't trust those Democrats.

STEW


I thought you said you're moving.

JIMMY


I just found out my old lady is pregnant, so get off my back, hippy-butt.

RALPH


Well, Rain can't be moving if she's pregnant. It could hurt the baby. You're


staying right here.

JIMMY


Who put you in charge? My woman and I are leaving.

STEW


Good. We won't miss ya.

BOO-BOO


I will.

RALPH


She's stayin'.

JIMMY


She's my woman and we're hittin' the road.

RALPH


But the baby is half mine and she's stayin'.

JIMMY


Well, she ain't gonna have no baby, so we're outta here.

RAIN


Will you two nimrods stop fighting? I wanna keep it. Then we'll have 


the family that we never had. This time, it'll be a good thing. We know 


what it's like to be treated badly, so we'll be the perfect family. We've 


learned from---, what did ya call it, Stew?

STEW


Umm, their disease?

RAIN


Right. We won't have their disease. We'll bring it up right. It can listen


to any music, won't be molested or beat up, we'll just love it. We'll 


treat it like a real human being, not like some kinda mistake.

JIMMY


But don't ya see, it is a mistake. You're still a baby. Babies shouldn't


have babies.

RAIN


I ain't no baby, I'm an adult.

JIMMY


Did Miss 'Thirtysomething' put this stupid thought into your skull?

RAIN


It's my decision. Don't you guys want the same thing? We'd be a family.


The perfect family. Ain't that what we want?

RALPH


I guess, but it's kinda sudden.

RAIN


We gotta start planning now. A baby is a big deal.

BOO-BOO


You guys would be stupid to say no.

RAIN


And our family could be all of us. Boo-Boo, Stew, Exxon; we'd take 


care of each other.

STEW


Keep me outta this. I like living here. If I want a family, I'd go back


home. 

RAIN


But it won't be like our old homes. We'd be a real family, the family


that we deserve.

BOO-BOO


And I got money. Exxon and me have been saving up. We could get a


home.

RALPH


Shit, and the baby could listen to any music it wanted to. No diseases.

JIMMY


A family. C'mon. Mine didn't work out. No families work out. And like


hell if I'm gettin' a job at McDonald's. I like doin' my own thing.

RAIN


The baby is half yours. I want you to be its father.

JIMMY


I'm like hippy-butt. I'm one of those free spirits. 

STEW


You're nothin' like me.

JIMMY


I play by no rules, except by my own.

RAIN


Rules are part of the disease. We won't have any. 

JIMMY


Not at first, but eventually we'll be just like our parents. They made us,


so we got their disease. We're just lost, forgotten diseases of our parents.


I may've caught it, but I ain't gonna be like them. The disease grows when


ya become a family, when ya become grown-up. I don't want that.

RAIN


They didn't know about the disease. We do, so it won't grow. Like I said, 


we've learned from their mistakes. 

BOO-BOO


Fuck diseases, I just want a family.

RAIN


And that's what we'll have.

RALPH


Count me in. I'll have a goddam family. Ain't that just wild? Hey, we gotta


celebrate.

(Ralph pulls out a joint.)

BOO-BOO


Light it up and pass it around.

SENATOR


Just say no. Just say no.

RALPH


A goddam family, ain't that crazy?

(He gives the joint to Rain.)

RALPH (CONT.)


Here, our proud mama, ladies first.

(Jimmy walks away.)

JIMMY


I must've landed on a planet named stupid. I want no part of this dream.

STEW


So leave.

JIMMY


Don't boss me. I'll leave when I wanna.

RAIN


Always wanted my own family. I'd be the best mom, and my baby would


love me. I'd buy the baby everything. And I'd be rich. Yeah, and I'd live


in the Mackenzie Tower.

(She passes the joint around to the others.)

BOO-BOO


The luxurious Mackenzie Tower.

SENATOR


Very luxurious, my children. Soon to be D.C.'s finest. 

RAIN


And we'd live on the top floor. 

SENATOR


It's a wonderful view.

RAIN


And we'll never grow up. We'll be like Peter Pan.

BOO-BOO


Neat. Can we have servants?

RAIN


A whole bunch. We'll have it all.

RALPH


Yeah, and I'd have a huge, kick-ass stereo. I'd crank it so loud that all of


D.C. could hear it. I'd be gettin' revenge on everyone who told me to turn


it down when I was young. But if I was rich, they could do nothin' about


it. Ha, this is gonna be the best family ever.

BOO-BOO

(singing)


'The Addams Family started, when Uncle Fester farted, they all came out


retarded, the Addams Family.'

RALPH


And I'd get an earring. My parents wouldn't allow it. Maybe I'll get two.


Hell, perhaps I'll pierce my nose.

JIMMY


Why? You'd look like a goon.

RALPH


'Cuz of the image. It's a certain attitude, a statement that says, 'Fuck off.'


Someday, I'm gonna have the ultimate thrash band. Raunchy Ralph and


the Rattlesnakes. We'll cut a couple albums, go on tour, even be on MTV.


Maybe I'll even guest host Headbanger's Ball.

BOO-BOO


I can top that. If I had money, I'd be like millionaire Bruce Wayne. But in


disguise, I'd be Batman, the toughest crime fighter. I'd have it all; the


Bat Cave, the utility belt, and the screwin' Batmobile. And I'd clean up


the evil on the city streets. And everyone, except for the villains, would


love me.

STEW


Just want one thing. A van.

RAIN


Only a van?

STEW


And maybe some gas money. Then I'd travel across America. Even 


to Canada and Alaska. Kickin' along the highway, I'd see it all and meet 


people in every new town. I'm a searcher, always lookin' for what's


around the next corner.

JIMMY


Hippy-butt's had enough dope. Cut 'em off. He's living in Disney Land.

STEW


And I won't end up like Jimmy. A searcher never stops lookin'. His 


eyes are always open.

RALPH


What ya lookin' for?

STEW


The answers, to what makes me tick, to what makes the whole universe


tick.

RALPH


And you'll find these answers if ya have a van?

STEW


Yeah. The answers are on a huge puzzle, but the pieces are scattered


all over the place. And a searcher tries to find the pieces by traveling


around and doin' it all. 

RALPH


What if you find all the pieces, but the puzzle is blank? 

STEW


I'd have the satisfaction of the accomplishment. But a searcher is never


content, he's always lookin' for more. When ya become content, that's


when the disease sets in. I'll never be content.

JIMMY


Just wait. You'll end up like everyone else.

BOO-BOO


But we're gonna be a family. There ain't any diseases. That's stupid talk.


The disease is in your own head. It don't exist. 

RAIN


Jimmy, what do you want?

JIMMY


Nothin', 'cuz that's what life is all about. You get nothin', you give nothin'.


Life is just one big stinkin' nothin'.

STEW


There's more outta life and I'm gonna find it.

JIMMY


You got no idea what life is all about. Look at your hero. He just sits


there on that bench, talkin' a bunch of nothin'.

STEW


He's a veteran.

JIMMY


I bet he didn't even go to Vietnam. Probably just a shit load of lies. You


believe in a false hero, hippy-butt. Shit, you're as crazy as him.

STEW


I told ya, he ain't crazy. He just got problems.

JIMMY


Lemme prove my point.

(Jimmy sits down next to the Senator.)

JIMMY (CONT.)


Ya hungry, Senator?

STEW


Get away from him.

SENATOR


No, just had lunch with my staff.

JIMMY


How 'bout chocolate covered razor blades?

SENATOR


Ummm, tastie. But a razor blade makes a hole in the lining of the


vacuum. Holes aren't good. All the stuff falls out.

(Jimmy slaps the Senator's back.)

JIMMY


Kinda like the holes in your head. 

SENATOR


No. Don't touch. I don't like to be touched. It hurts...

STEW


That's enough.

(Stew tosses Jimmy off of the bench.)

SENATOR


...The hurting never stops. Never. The people keep on touching me.

STEW


If you lay a hand on him again, I'll kill you.

JIMMY


Haa haa ha...

SENATOR


The hurting never stops. Pain. People keep on touching.

STEW


I mean it.

JIMMY


Then do me a favor, pull out your gun and blow me away.

STEW


I would, but you ain't worth my time.

JIMMY


I knew it! You got no gun.

SENATOR


The pain gets bigger and bigger.

(Stew sits down and calms the Senator.)

STEW


It's okay, it's okay. Everything's fine. I'll protect ya.

SENATOR


The pain...

RAIN


Jimmy, don't ruin this. I want you to belong to our family. You're half


father.

RALPH


Forget him. I'll take his half, then I'll be a whole father.

RAIN


But I also want Jimmy.

JIMMY


Ain't what I want. 

RAIN


Holly said this could work. It's better than livin' out here. Holly knows


what she's talkin' about.

BOO-BOO


She's smart.

JIMMY


Quit all this 'Holly, Holly,' crap. She's fillin' your head fulla lies. Before 


ya know it, she'll call up your parents.

RAIN


You're wrong.

JIMMY


She ain't on our side. Holly's the enemy in disguise. It's all a trick, just a


way to trap us. I won't surrender to the enemy. Ya gotta fight back and


teach 'em a lesson.

STEW


Like the lesson you taught the Senator?

JIMMY


I'm happy that car hit him. He deserved it. And you guys are beginning 


to sound just like him. Dreamin' about livin' on the top floor, that ain't


gonna happen. As soon as we walk in the door, they'd kick us out 'cuz


we don't belong. The rich people live on the top floor, and they don't


even know we exist.

(A wired Exxon enters.)

JIMMY (CONT.)


Look at her. That's how we're gonna end up.

BOO-BOO


Exxon, guess what? Rain's gonna have a baby.

EXXON


Don't like babies. They cry too much. It's annoying.

BOO-BOO


We're gonna have a family again.

EXXON


Could someone tell me what she's talkin' about? Makes no sense. She


talks too much. Yak yak yak. Does she ever stop?

(Ralph pulls Exxon aside. He whispers to her.)

RALPH


Didja meet 'em?

EXXON


Yeah, yeah, yeah. They're nifty. Ya got a cigarette? Fuck, they got some


fuckin' good fuckin' stuff. They sure know how to party. I need a cigarette.


They're into needles, mix in coke and heroin. Hits your blood stream,


POW, in seconds.

RALPH


That stuff's outta your league.

EXXON


It's heaven. Floatin' in the clouds. Where's that smoke?

RALPH


I'm out.

EXXON


Damn, I need a smoke. And that Holly bitch is following me. Saw her


a few blocks back. Was callin' my name, so I ran. Where's that cigarette?


Those guys are number one in my book. A fun time, no pressure. Just


a little blow for a little blow. Why ain't you got that smoke? Where is


it?

RALPH


Shhh. Calm down.

EXXON


I'm goin' back later. Just needed a breather. And they got money, and


connections. That Tom, he works for a real senator. He's rollin' in


dough. Wants me to be his girl.

RALPH


Exxon, I don't want you goin' back there.

EXXON


You can't pull me around on a leach. Just wanna rest and have a smoke. 


Is that asking too much? Is it?

(Exxon begins to crawl back inside of her box.)

BOO-BOO


Exxon, where ya goin'? We're gonna have a family. We're makin' plans.

EXXON


Unless ya got a cigarette, I ain't listening.

(Exxon enters the box.)

BOO-BOO


Gonna have a family...

SENATOR


My children. We're casualties of war. Only four easy installments remain.

(Holly enters.)

HOLLY


Rain, I stopped by to give you some forms to fill out. Bumped into


Exxon on my way down. How's she feeling? 

RALPH


Ain't here, so keep on walkin'.

JIMMY

(quietly to himself)


Holly, Holly, Holly....

(Holly gives the forms to Rain.)

HOLLY


Fill these out and drop them off to me. And your appointment is 


tomorrow at noon at the clinic.

JIMMY


Stop it...Stop it...

HOLLY


And I spoke to the Welfare Housing Commission. We might be able to


find an apartment for you by the end of the mouth.

(Jimmy turns to them.)

JIMMY


Stop it!

RAIN


Jimmy...

JIMMY


Stop fillin' her head fulla lies!

HOLLY


I'm telling her no lies, Jimmy.

JIMMY


Just stop it! It's your fault. Can't you see, we got nothin'. You get a house


and have a baby with money, not with dreams. 

(Boo-Boo digs in her box.)

BOO-BOO


I got four hundred bucks. That's almost rich. We can have a family...


What the---? Where's? Where's my dough?

JIMMY


Holly, Holly, Holly, can't everyone see that she's the enemy in disguise?


Everything was fine until she messed it up.

BOO-BOO


My money's gone. Which one of you creeps took it?

STEW


Saw Exxon diggin' in there earlier.

BOO-BOO


Maybe she took it for safe keeping.

(Boo-Boo pounds on Exxon's box.)

BOO-BOO


Exxon, where's my money? Gimme it!

JIMMY


We don't need your help, so get outta here and never come back.

HOLLY


That's not what Rain wants.

JIMMY


She don't know what the fuck she wants.

RALPH


Boo-Boo, does Exxon have any money of her own?

BOO-BOO


Not much.

JIMMY


What are you waiting for? Go!

RALPH


Shit, shit, shit. You ain't gonna be happy. Today, she gave me some money.


We made a buy.

JIMMY


You've done enough damage. 

BOO-BOO


Exxon wouldn't steal my money. We're savin' for a home.

JIMMY


Start walkin'!

BOO-BOO


She wouldn't steal from me.

(Boo-Boo hits Exxon's box.)

BOO-BOO (CONT.)


Exxon, you sleepin'? Wake up!

JIMMY


Why ain't you listening to me?

HOLLY


Rain, what do you want?

(Rain doesn't respond.)

JIMMY


Thanks to you, she doesn't know what the hell she wants.

BOO-BOO


That money was for savin', to get a home...Wake up!

(Boo-Boo opens Exxon's box.)

BOO-BOO


Where is it? Gimme it!

JIMMY


It's all your fault.

BOO-BOO


What the fuck, Exxon---?

(Boo-Boo slowly backs out of the box.)

BOO-BOO (CONT.)


Ain't looking too good. All pale. Not movin'...

(Holly, Ralph, and Stew rush to Exxon's box. They pull her out. She's unconscious.)

RALPH


Exxon, baby, Exxon...Holly, do somethin'. Gotta help her.

HOLLY


I feel a heart beat.

(Holly begins performing mouth to mouth. Rain and Boo-Boo embrace.)

BOO-BOO


Man, she's dead. I know it. It's my fault 'cuz I was mad at her. She's


dead...

SENATOR


Casualties of war.

BOO-BOO


It's my fault. I'll never be mad at you again. You can take all the money


ya want. I don't care.

RALPH


Exxon, don't do this to me. You can't leave me.

STEW


She's not gonna die. She's gonna make it. She's gotta.

(Holly takes a breath of air.)

HOLLY


C'mon, Exxon, c'mon....

BOO-BOO


I'll never be bad again. I'll never talk back. I promise.

RALPH


Look at her...No way, no way...I'm gettin' worried.

SENATOR


We're on the top floor. No pain. Very luxurious.

STEW


Exxon's gonna be fine. Holly's gonna help her.

RALPH


She's dyin', man, she's dyin'...

STEW


No, I told ya, Holly's gonna save her.

(Jimmy pulls out a knife.)

JIMMY


Holly's gonna do nothin'. Get away from her. 

RAIN


Jimmy, what are you---?

JIMMY


Get out of our world. You're not like us. Go, now!

HOLLY


Exxon's dying...

JIMMY


Who gives a fuck? We're all dead. If she dies, she's the lucky one, so let 


her be. Get outta here!

SENATOR


The luxurious Mackenzie Tower. There's a wonderful view from the 


top floor. One big vacuum.

(Stew pulls out a gun. He points it at Jimmy.)

STEW


No more, Jimmy. I'm warnin' ya.

JIMMY

(laughing)


Do me a favor, pull the trigger. Please!

STEW


I'll do it.

RALPH


She's stopped breathin'....

JIMMY


Gutless. I knew it all along.

(Jimmy jumps Stew and they begin fighting.)

RAIN


All's gonna be fine. We're gonna have a family.

BOO-BOO


I'll be a good girl. I promise.

RALPH


She's all white. 

SENATOR


My children. 

(Stew stumbles away from Jimmy. Stew looks down at his hands, which are covered with blood.)

STEW


Oh fuck. Fuck. Fuck no...Shit!

RALPH


She's gone.

RAIN


Gonna have a family.

(Stew glances at his chest, but realizes the blood isn't from him. Jimmy collapses to the ground. He takes his hand off of his chest to reveal the knife wound. Jimmy's chest is covered with blood. During their brawl, Jimmy accidentally stabbed himself.)

JIMMY

(laughing)


No, man, this ain't happening. Just a joke. This is one of those dreams.

HOLLY


Ralph, go call for an ambulance.

(Ralph embraces Exxon.)

RALPH


I'll never leave ya, Exxon. As long as we're together, you ain't goin'


anywhere.

HOLLY


Ralph, go!

(Running, Ralph exits.)

RALPH


We're gonna be together forever...

SENATOR


My children. Only three easy installments remain.

JIMMY


This ain't real. Just a dream.

BOO-BOO


We're gonna live on the top floor of the Mackenzie Tower. It's gonna


be perfect. We're gonna have a family.

LIGHTS OUT.

ACT 3

LIGHTS UP.

(Two weeks later. Ralph and Stew are sitting in front of their boxes. Only two boxes remain. Ralph has a black eye.)

RALPH


Next time, I'll be ready for 'em. I'm broke, what can I do? Said I was


sorry. Those guys are too stinkin' weird. Started slappin' me around,


even video taped the whole thing....And then they took turns doin'---


ya know.

STEW


They sound like assholes.

RALPH


I was only short fifty bucks. Thought they were cool. Man, I was wrong.


And they video taped the whole fuckin' thing.

STEW


If I were you, I wouldn't go back there.

RALPH


I know, I know, but they're the cheapest. I can't afford going anywhere


else.

STEW


That's stupid.

RALPH


I know it's stupid.

STEW


If you know it's stupid, then you really are stupid.

RALPH


So I'm stupid. Big deal.

STEW


That's a stupid attitude.

RALPH


Quit with the 'stupids,' will ya?

STEW


SsstuuuuPID!

RALPH


What, are you my mom? I think not.

STEW


Then become less stupid or stop your whining.

RALPH


I don't whine.

STEW


Ha!

RALPH


I don't.

STEW


Then my hearing must be going bad.

RALPH


Shut up or I'll start your coat on fire.

STEW


Ralph the pyro!

RALPH


Stinky Stew!

STEW


Rotten Ralph and the Radish-heads!

RALPH


Sabar-toothed Stew!

STEW


Rap-master Ralph!

RALPH


Aww, that was low...Umm, umm, Sea Monkey Stew!

STEW


How 'bout--- Razor-blade Ralph!

 RALPH


Salvation Army Stew!

STEW


Rabid Ralph!

RALPH


Squeegee Stew!

STEW


Rhubarb Ralph!

RALPH


Sulfuric Stew!

STEW


Rectum Ralph!

RALPH


Scrotum Stew!

(Stew jumps upon the bench. He acts very military, in a cartoonish sense.)

STEW


You know, of course, this means war!

(Stew grabs trash out of the garbage can and begins throwing it at Ralph.)

STEW (CONT.)


Bombs Away!

RALPH


Retaliate! Retaliate! 

(Ralph jumps inside of his box. There's a moment of silence. Suddenly, he jumps out carrying a bag of aluminum cans. Ralph throws the cans at Stew.)

RALPH (CONT.)


Take this, Stew the scurvy slime!

STEW


Back, you dog! You fiend!

RALPH


Never! I shall surrender only by death!

STEW


Then death to you.

RALPH


Like hell. I'm gonna Rambo your ass!

SENATOR


(Off-stage) Children, children, play-time is over.

(Stew jumps off of the bench.)

STEW


Hey, the Senator returns.

(As the Senator enters on crutches, Stew and Ralph salute him.)

SENATOR


I've returned. Was visiting China. What a wonderful wall. My children,


I've missed you--- where did they go? I left them here. I thought I had


more. Why do children disappear unnoticed? Nobody notices. Oh, yes,


they're in the vacuum. On the top floor. Only two easy installments


remain. And poor Boo-Boo. We were stationed at the same hospital, 


I visited her everyday.

RALPH


We tried to see her, but they kicked us out.

SENATOR


We had our luncheon conferences together. We're working on this new


budget. I see success in the future. Except for poor Bow-Wow. She's


very sick. Caught a nasty disease. Don't think she's gonna shake it. Very


sick. I didn't know little girls could catch such diseases. 

STEW


Is Boo-Boo gonna make it?

SENATOR


They don't know. Don't know. She's just a tiny little girl, can't be taken


away in her youth. It's the vacuum. Poor Bow-Wow, she would've been


a wonderful vice president. So much potential. Not fair, I say. And she


told me about her sister. Terrible. But you can't ignore it. Doesn't go


away. She's just a tiny little girl.

STEW


Ever since we rescued you from the hospital, they won't let us back in.


Yesterday, they called hospital security on us.

RALPH


And we're her family.

STEW


How's the leg?

SENATOR


Good news! Better. I've been relaxing at the ranch. Nancy and I watched


a few of my old movies. They always make me chipper. More good news,


Johnny Jimmy Joe Jay isn't here. Did he get promoted?

RALPH


After he gets outta the hospital, he's gonna be locked him up in juvenile


hall.

SENATOR


Goodness. I told him to be careful about that break in. But don't worry,


he'll make a triumphant return. Look at the resurrection of Nixon; he


lost in 1960, but 12 years later, he wins the election in 1972. If Nixon can



successfully return, anybody can.

RALPH


I hope not.

SENATOR


Only two easy installments remain. It's a big vacuum. Why do children


disappear unnoticed?

RALPH


I think I've missed the Senator.

STEW


He's a survivor.

SENATOR


"Two little monkeys jumping on a bed, one fell off and broke his head, took


him to a doctor and this is what he said, 'That's what you get for jumping


on the bed.'"

(Maggie enters. She is a mother who's looking for her child.)

SENATOR (CONT.)


Ma'am, can you spare a dollar for my campaign drive?

(She shows a piece of paper to the Senator.)

MAGGIE


Excuse me, have you seen this girl? She's my daughter.

SENATOR


Familiar. Very. When it rains, it pours.

MAGGIE


Her name is Julie. I was told she was seen around here.

SENATOR


Oh yes. Would you like to buy a vacuum?

(Maggie turns to Ralph and Stew.)

MAGGIE


Have you seen this girl? Her name is Julie. 

RALPH


...shit...

(Maggie kneels.)

MAGGIE


Do you know her? Do you know where she is?

RALPH


...ahhh...umm...

STEW


Never seen her.

MAGGIE


Please. Does she look familiar?

STEW


Lotta people walk past here everyday.

MAGGIE


But you must've seen her. I know she's been in the area.

STEW


People come and go.

MAGGIE


Are you sure?

STEW


Positive.

(Maggie tapes the poster to the wall.)

MAGGIE


My phone number is on the poster. If you see her, please call.

(Ralph stares at the poster.)

RALPH


Actually, the more I look at it, she kinda reminds me of a girl I know.


But she ain't. How long have you been lookin' for Julie?

MAGGIE


For the past year.

RALPH


You must really want her back.

MAGGIE


I love my daughter. I miss her.

STEW


Ha, she misses her. Ain't that funny.

MAGGIE


(To Ralph:) She reminds you of someone you know? Who is this?

RALPH


My friend Rain. Kinda. A little bit.

STEW


But Rain looks different. That ain't Rain.

RALPH


Naa. It ain't.

STEW


If you found her, would ya drag her back home?

MAGGIE


I just want to talk to her.

STEW

(mockingly)


And tell her that ya love her? Shit, when she was livin' at home, I bet you


never said those words. Didn't have the time. Now it's too late. You shoulda


said those words a long time ago.

MAGGIE


I just want my daughter back. I miss her. Don't you understand?

RALPH


I do. I was a father...For awhile...I had a family.

STEW


Ralph, shut your trap.

MAGGIE


What happened?

RALPH


Nothin' happened. She might not have the baby. The doctors say her 


insides are all screwed up. Drugs and malnutrition and stuff. So she


probably won't have it. Probably won't have a family. But I woulda


been a good father. Woulda said and done all the right things. I would.

STEW


But it never works. When ya ain't lookin', the disease sets in.

SENATOR


Poor Bow-Wow. She paid her dues. She's a tiny little girl.

MAGGIE


Where is your friend?

RALPH


She's---

STEW


She left yesterday, after she got back from the clinic.

MAGGIE


Why did she go?

STEW


Just wanted to move on. She's probably in New York now.

RALPH


Rain left to think about things. She was really hoping for that baby. Really


wants a family. Only thing in the world she's lookin' for.

SENATOR


Only two installments remain.

MAGGIE


And where did she go?

STEW


Mighta gone to L.A., I forget.

RALPH


Or to Miami. She heard there's a lotta jobs down there. I kinda miss 


her. Also miss my other girlfriend. Everyone's leavin' me. But in the back 


of my mind, I see Rain walkin' down the street with the baby in her arms.


We're gonna have a family. But that ain't gonna happen. Just a rainbow


dream, ya know?

(Ralph looks up at the sky and laughs.)

RALPH (CONT.)


I don't see any rainbows. Just dark clouds that are gonna rain on us.

STEW


When it rains, it pours.

SENATOR


'It's raining, it's pouring, the old man is snoring, when to bed, bumped


his head, and won't wake up in the morning.'

MAGGIE


Please, if you see Julie, call me.

STEW


Sure, whatever...

(Maggie exits.)

STEW (CONT.)


I'm glad she's gone. That lady bugged me. You said too much.

RALPH


That Julie kinda looks like Rain.

STEW


It ain't Rain.

RALPH


We shoulda said somethin'.

STEW


It ain't her! Get that outta your head. And Rain is much better off without


a family. We all are.

RALPH


Still, our family woulda worked.

STEW


Don't wanna hear about it. 

RALPH


Who do you miss?

STEW


Huh? Me?

RALPH


You never talk about zip. Ya just sit there, all quiet, just listening.

STEW


I like to sit back and take it all in. That's what a searcher does. He learns


from others.

RALPH


So, who do you miss?

STEW


No one, 'cuz all I need is myself.

RALPH


No one?

STEW


No one.

(a pause)


Maybe my grandpa. The Senator kinda reminds me of him.

RALPH


What was your grandpa like? 

STEW


He was pretty cool. So was my grandma. 

RALPH


What'd they do?

STEW


My grandpa was a mailman for 40 years. When he retired, they gave him


this groovy gold watch. I wonder what happened to that watch? Who


knows? They lived in this big ol' house. It smelled really neat. Had huge 


windows and hard wood floors and a garden in the backyard.

RALPH


Wow, they musta been rich, like Donald Trump.

STEW


Not really. (A beat.) When I was little, I'd sit on my grandpa's lap while


he'd sing and play the ukulele. And my grandma could play the piano.

RALPH


Aww, neat.

STEW


She'd always sing and play 'Silent Night,' even if it was the middle of


summer. Told me it was her favorite song. And she'd make the best


waffles. They'd be gigantic. And every Sunday, they'd tell me the jokes


out of Reader's Digest. We'd all laugh together.

(a pause)


But they died a long time ago. Everyone I know is dead. When I was


really, really little, my mom and dad died in a car accident. Didn't even


know 'em. 

(Stew pulls out his blanket.)

STEW (CONT.)


Gettin' cold. Gonna storm soon.

RALPH


I wish I had a blanket.

(Stew stares at the sky.)

STEW


I bet the disease is in every raindrop, that's why everyone catches it.


When a raindrop hits ya, it's like a seed, it plants itself inside ya. And


when ya get older and older, it grows and grows and grows until ya


become an adult.

RALPH


I'll never grow up.

SENATOR


Doesn't rain on the top floor of the luxurious Mackenzie Tower. Never.


No bad news, either. No diseases. Just good news. Just a big vacuum. 


Bow-Wow would like the top floor. She's sick.

(A worn Rain enters.)

RAIN


I hate doctors. They're always givin' ya gross medicine.

RALPH


How ya feelin'?

RAIN


Better. At least I ain't pukin' as much. They gave me this stuff, makes me


feel all woozy.

RALPH

(whispering to Stew)


Maybe we should say somethin' 'bout---?

STEW


Shhh...

RAIN


Ya guys know I'm leavin' tomorrow? 

RALPH


That's what we heard.

RAIN


Just bought my bus ticket. Always wanted to see Florida.

RALPH


Heard they got a lotta oranges down there.

RAIN


Yeah. I kinda like oranges.

RALPH


So have ya thought about having the-- ya know, that thing they do?

RAIN


The abortion? Dunno. That's why I gotta go and think about it. Doctor


says the baby is gonna be all messed up. 

RALPH


But it could also be okay.

RAIN


But who know? I don't know what's best. What's fair for the baby? It 


don't deserve a rotten life. Jimmy's right, it's all a dream. 

RALPH


How'd ya feel if I went to Florida with ya?

RAIN


Dunno.

RALPH


I got nowhere else to go. 

RAIN


Yeah.

RALPH


If we went together, ya wouldn't be lonely. We'd stick together.

RAIN


Perhaps.

RALPH


Perhaps we could try that family thing.

RAIN


Don't think so.

RALPH


Why not? It might work.

RAIN


Never works. Open your eyes. Look at Boo-Boo, she had so many 


dreams. Then somethin' awful came along. Nothin' ever works out


the way ya want it to. Jimmy was right all along.

RALPH


He never knew anything. If ya think like Jimmy, you're gonna end up


like Jimmy. 

RAIN


Or I'll end up dead in a cardboard box holdin' a baby. What's worse?


If ya believe in dreams, they'll kill ya.

RALPH


That's why we gotta hold on to each other.

RAIN


On the streets, there ain't nothin' to hold on to.

RALPH


Then maybe ya should go home, Julie.

STEW


Christ, Ralph.

RAIN


Julie? Who's---?

RALPH


I know it's you. Your mom stopped by. She's lookin' for ya.

RAIN


My name ain't Julie.

RALPH


Don't pretend.

(Ralph grabs the poster off of the wall and shows it to Rain.)

RALPH (CONT.)


Who's this, huh? If that ain't you, who is it? C'mon, look at it.

(Slowly, Rain finally glances at the poster.)

RAIN


Ain't me.

RALPH


Bullshit. 

RAIN


It ain't me. And my name ain't Julie.

STEW


Told ya it wasn't Rain.

RALPH


Keep outta this. (To Rain:) You got a chance at havin' a family. A real


family. Don't blow it. Why don't ya just go home?

RAIN


How do you know what's best for me? You don't know shit, you never


did. You're the one who wants the goddam family, not me, so why don't


you go home? Just stop this, okay. Stop doing this to me. I ain't Julie! I'm


goin' to Florida, okay? Alone! Don't follow me. Don't even think about me.

(Rain exits.)

RALPH


Rain! Come back! Don't go!

STEW


Ralph, Ralph, Ralph, cool it, man. Just let her go.

RALPH


But she could have a real family.

STEW


She don't want one.

RALPH


But she could...She could...She...

STEW


She's gone. 

RALPH


She was never here. Doesn't even exist. 

STEW


She's lost.

RALPH


Just like me. Just like us all.

(Holly enters.)

HOLLY


Anybody up for hot coffee?

SENATOR


It's the president. All stand and salute.

STEW


I'll take a cup.

(She gives coffee to Stew, the Senator, and Ralph.)

HOLLY


Just got back from the hospital. I'm spending time with Boo-Boo. She 


loves it there. The nurses just adore her.

STEW


Hospital security won't let us in.

RALPH


Those bastards. And we're her family.

HOLLY


She gave me her last name and wanted me to find her father. I did, and


I told him what happened to his daughters. He began crying over the


phone. He told me their mother hadn't kept in contact. He tried to


find them, but never could.

RALPH


Shit.

HOLLY


He arrived this morning. Can't believe what happened. Exxon's real


name was Andrea. She was named after her grandmother.

RALPH


Andrea. That's a beautiful name.

(She kneels down and looks at Ralph.)

HOLLY


Ralph, what happened to your eye?

RALPH


Aw, nothin'. Got in a little fight.

HOLLY


With who, Mike Tyson?

(She touches his face.)

RALPH


Ow.

HOLLY


Phweew, and you haven't had a bath in days.

RALPH


It's gonna rain soon.

HOLLY


And when was the last time you ate something?

RALPH


I had brunch at the White House, right Senator?

SENATOR


He did. I can verify that fact. I was there.

HOLLY


Listen, if you run down to the shelter, you can still catch dinner.

RALPH


I'm kinda hungry, I guess.

HOLLY


I have a few more blocks to go, but when I return, perhaps we can talk


about living arrangements.

RALPH


Maybe. Yeah, ya know. I think I'll stop down. I could use a place to stay.

(Ralph grabs a few items out of his box.)

STEW


You ain't leavin'.

RALPH


Maybe.

STEW


You're actually splittin'?

RALPH


Thinkin' about it.

STEW


Didn't think you'd ever go.

RALPH


Kinda tired of the streets.

STEW


Ain't gonna be the same with no one around.

RALPH


Just wanna get outta here. Ya still got the Senator.

STEW


Yeah, I know, but---

RALPH


I'll see ya around. Probably. Well, I better go. Don't wanna miss dinner.

(Running, Ralph exits.)

SENATOR


That Gerald Ford is an athletic fellow. My children. Only one easy 


installment remains.

HOLLY


How about you, Stew? Why don't you go keep Ralph company?

STEW


I would, but then the Senator wouldn't have anyone to talk to. Can't


leave him 'cuz we're the Dynamic Duo. He's paid his dues. 

HOLLY


Just think it over.

STEW


Don't need to. 

HOLLY


Just think it over. Please? (A beat.) I'll stop by tomorrow.

(Holly exits. Stew sits down next to the Senator on the bench.)

STEW


Nothin' to think about. It's just you and me, Senator. The Dynamic


Duo.

SENATOR


Only one easy installment remains. Only one. Attachments included.


All on the top floor. A big vacuum. No bad news, just a wonderful


view. So luxurious, the Mackenzie Tower. It's my home.

(Stew holds out his hand.)

STEW


Startin' to rain.

SENATOR


Gonna rain cats and dogs. Poor Bow-Wow. She's just a tiny little girl.

STEW


The disease is on every rain drop. Every single one. It's a seed. Can't


escape it.

SENATOR


I paid my dues. We're all casualties of war.

STEW


We all got the disease. It stays inside ya and grows and grows until 


ya become an adult. I'm 18. I'm an adult. I was the oldest out of all 


of 'em. I got the disease. I know it.

SENATOR


You can't vacuum the rain. No. Not the rain. Only one easy installment


remains. 

STEW


I'll stick with ya, Senator. I'll protect ya. I'm an adult now.

SENATOR


It's nice to be home. Father and son. The luxurious Mackenzie Tower.


Our home, the entire top floor. A big vacuum. Our home.

STEW


Let it rain...

LIGHTS OUT.

CURTAIN.

-
-


